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this weekend, Utah will host a variety
of ceremonies, all dedicated to cele-
brating our veterans. The town of
Magna will be hosting its annual Vet-
erans Day parade; the town of Howell
will be naming its community center
after SGT Rocky D. Payne, who was
killed in Iraq in 2005; and the students
of Granite Park Junior High School
will be hosting a special Veterans Day
assembly. With events being held all
across our State, it is clear to see that
Utahns hold our Nation’s veterans in
the highest esteem. I am honored to
represent a State that honors our vet-
erans.

I would also like to personally ac-
knowledge the city of Layton, which
will be hosting a grand Veterans Day
parade to be followed by the
groundbreaking ceremony of a new
Vietnam War memorial wall. I could
not even begin to describe the endeavor
that Mayor Bob Stevenson, the city of
Layton, the Utah State Legislature,
and so many others have undertaken to
bring this wonderful memorial to Utah.
I am grateful for their leadership, and
I am delighted to see this memorial be-
come a reality.

I will close today by saying this: To
all veterans and your families, thank
you. Thank you for your sacrifice, for
your commitment, and for your dedica-
tion to this Nation and its citizens.
Most of all, thank you for your patriot-
ism and faith in America. To our Na-
tion’s veterans we owe a debt of grati-
tude that can never be fully repaid.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
was unavailable for rollcall vote No.
266, on the nomination of Peter B.
Robb, of Vermont, to be general coun-
sel of the National Labor Relations
Board. Had I been present, I would have
voted nay.

Mr. President, I was unavailable for
rollcall vote No. 267, on the motion to
invoke cloture on William L. Wehrum,
of Delaware, to be an Assistant Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. Had I been present, I
would have voted nay.e

————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent due to a family fu-
neral for the votes on confirmation of
Executive Calendar No. 384 and the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on Executive
Calendar No. 407.

On vote No. 266, had I been present, I
would have voted nay on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 384.

On vote No. 267, had I been present, I
would have voted nay on the motion to
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar
No. 407.e
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RECOGNIZING THE UNION LEAGUE
CLUB OF CHICAGO

e Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President,
today I wish to celebrate the Union
League Club of Chicago ULCC, and
their Salute to Vietnam Veterans
event.

As a Nation, we must do everything
we can to uphold our commitment to
those who have worn the uniform of
this great Nation and to their families
who have made significant sacrifices
on our behalf. On Veterans Day we
honor the service of our Nation’s he-
roes and reflect on the debt that we
each owe to those who have served this
great Nation.

Founded during the Civil War, ULCC
has been a leader in providing support
for servicemembers and veterans for
over 138 years. ULCC, an official DoD
Commemorative Partner, operates its
own American Legion Posts and col-
laborates with partner groups that pro-
vide support to Active-Duty military
personnel. ULCC recognizes that, while
servicemembers may come from dif-
ferent backgrounds and different
branches, they all hold the same sense
of duty and commitment and deserve
our full support.

As the daughter of a U.S. marine who
fought in Vietnam, our Vietnam vet-
erans hold a special place in my heart.
I often say that we must always love
the warrior regardless of our feelings
about the war. Let us recommit our ob-
ligation to Vietnam veterans by ensur-
ing that they have the healthcare, dis-
ability support, retirement benefits,
and any other resources they have
earned.

To all of my fellow veterans, to those
still serving, and to all the families
that have sacrificed, thank you from
the bottom of my heart for your honor-
able service.

Thank you.e

———
REMEMBERING GARY SMILEDGE

® Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, it is
with great sadness today that I recog-
nize the life and passing of Gary Wayne
Smiledge, 72, of Gonic, NH.

Mr. Smiledge served bravely in the
U.S. Army during the Korean war. As a
member of the 2nd Infantry Division,
stationed at Camp Casey south of the
DMZ, Mr. Smiledge protected orphan-
ages after serving on the frontlines.

When Mr. Smiledge returned to New
Hampshire, his service to his fellow
veterans continued. In addition to
being a member of the American Le-
gion Post No. 7 of Rochester, he was
also heavily involved with the New
Hampshire Amputee Group, where he
worked with other veterans who lost
limbs during the course of their serv-
ice.

Mr. Smiledge was a beloved member
of his community, and he will be
missed dearly. I join all Granite
Staters in expressing our profound
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gratitude to veterans like Gary who
have fought for the cause of freedom,
putting their country and devotion to
duty first.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:15 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 918. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to furnish mental health care
to certain former members of the Armed
Forces who are not otherwise eligible to re-
ceive such care, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1133. An act to amend the Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 to authorize the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to provide for an operation on a live
donor for purposes of conducting a trans-
plant procedure for a veteran, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1900. An act to designate the Veterans
Memorial and Museum in Columbus, Ohio, as
the National Veterans Memorial and Mu-
seum, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2123. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the ability of health
care professionals to treat veterans through
the use of telemedicine, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2148. An act to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act to clarify capital re-
quirements for certain acquisition, develop-
ment, or construction loans.

H.R. 2601. An act to amend the Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 to improve the access of veterans to
organ transplants, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3441. An act to clarify the treatment
of two or more employers as joint employers
under the National Labor Relations Act and
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938.

H.R. 3634. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to ensure that individuals may
access documentation verifying the monthly
housing stipend paid to the individual under
the Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

H.R. 3897. An act to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for the issuance of
the Gold Star Installation Access Card to the
surviving spouse, dependent children, and
other next of kin of a member of the Armed
Forces who dies while serving on certain ac-
tive or reserve duty, to ensure that a remar-
ried surviving spouse with dependent chil-
dren of the deceased member remains eligi-
ble for installation benefits to which the sur-
viving spouse was previously eligible, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 3911. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 with respect to risk-
based examinations of Nationally Recog-
nized Statistical Rating Organizations.

H.R. 3949. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the designation of
State approving agencies for multi-State ap-
prenticeship programs for purposes of the
educational assistance programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:43 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 3031. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for flexibility in
making withdrawals from a Thrift Savings
Plan account, and for other purposes.
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